The patient was 9 years of age, and had suffered from spinal disease for more than eighteen months. The body of the ninth dorsal vertebra had been almost entirely destroyed by disease, and a portion of dead bone was seen to be forced against the posterior aspect of the pleura by the displacement. There were a few recent adhesions in the pleural cavity in the neighbourhood of the disease, and had the child lived a little longer, empyema would probably have been produced. The cervical spine was also extensively diseased, the intervertebral cartilages between the second and third and third and fourth vertebrae being quite destroyed.
Some weeks before death an abscess had formed in front of the bodies of the cervical vertebrae, which burst into the pharynx, and linally led to extensive gangrene of the connective tissue of the neck, owing to food entering into and decomposing in its cavity. 
